SAVING THE CANTOR’S GIANT SOFTSHELL TURTLE
THE COMEBACK STORY




Can you guess what the name of this structure is?
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Raise your hand if you know
what a softshell turtle is.

and

Do we have any softshell
turtle in the US?
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Cantor’s Giant softshell
turtle (Pelochelys cantorii)

Widespread, but considered rare across its
range.

80% reduction in the population of P.
cantorii in the last 30 years, and this

decline is predicted to continue (IUCN,
2024).
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Why softshell turtles?

1. Criticalin maintaining the health of aquatic
ecosystems.

2. 70% of total softshell turtle SpeCieS are Threatened species by Family (Order: Testudines)

threatened with extinction.
Trionychidae H 29

3. Understudied taxa with next to no management o
strategies, especially compared to hardshell Platysternidae
turtleS. R Pelomedusidae

Kinosternidae
Geoemydidae

Emydidae

Dermatemydidae

Chelydridae

Chelidae

Carettochelyidae
10 20 i) 40 50

m Total species- (NE+DD) No of threatened species
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Nest diameter
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zBavikarra Dam
— Chandragiri river
= Chandragiri river_1000m

= Chandragiri river_500m
iLel : . 1Y = Chandragiririver--1500m. ...

= likara 1

CONSERVATION NATI®N




Time for Questions with Ayushi!
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I Time for Kahoot!
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